
Twende is a year-long pre-accelerator 
program powered by the Nashville 

Entrepreneur Center (EC), designed to 
dramatically accelerate the success  

of Tennessee’s Black and  
LatinX-owned businesses.

The Time is Now for Founders of Color
Black and LatinX Americans are pursuing business ownership at historic 
rates. They account for the majority of the U.S.’s new business growth, 
particularly in the South. This is a critical moment for Black and LatinX founders. 
Twende exists because we know that to create more successful, high revenue 
Black and LatinX-owned businesses, we must address each of these factors:

THE CREDIT & WEALTH GAP
Twende includes a dedicated capital 
fund and offers connections to 
financial resources, plus subsidized 
or free professional services.

THE NETWORK GAP
Twende features a monthly CEO 
Lunch with a founder of color who’s 
hit at least $1mm+ in revenue, plus 
access to a statewide network of 
like-minded founders.

THE KNOWLEDGE GAP
Twende offers curriculum on tech, 
scaling, and market strategy; on-
demand, vetted subject matter 
advising; and monthly check-ins  
on goals and strategy.

Letʼs Go!

THE TRUST GAP
Twende provides connections to 
market access and pilots, PR and 
media coverage of portfolio companies, 
and opportunities to secure select 
portfolio companies as vendors.

114K+
minority-owned 

 businesses in TN

1 in 4
new businesses in the  
U.S. is Latino-owned

31%
increase in U.S.  
Black-owned  

employer firms



Twende’s incredible partners help provide the 
essential expertise, insights, and mentorship 
that help businesses grow. 

Current Partners: 

Who is it for?
• Black and/or LatinX founders 
• Full-time or those planning to go full-time in 1-3 years
• Tech startups and tech-enabled businesses
• At least $15,000 in revenue and scaling
• Desire to scale quickly through technology
• Must have MVP in the marketplace

Where is Twende offered? 
Twende is now statewide, with specific emphasis and 
resources in Chattanooga, Knoxville, Tri Cities, and 
Cookeville. Most programming is offered virtually with 
select in-person experiences across the year, pending 
COVID safety restrictions.

When does it start?
Applications open on September 22 and close on 
October 22.
The program runs for one year, beginning on Tuesday, 
November 16.

How much does it cost? 
$50/month

Space is limited. Check out our applications page for 
more information about how to join.

What is Twende? 
The program is membership-based and includes: 
• Monthly check-ins with a dedicated coach on your 

business goals and outcomes
• Bi-monthly virtual classroom sessions featuring 

world-class curriculum with particular relevance 
towards the needs of entrepreneurs of color

• Subsidized professional services, such as 
accounting, web design, and marketing

• Connections to Tennessee business leaders, EC 
alumni, and 300+ subject matter experts and mentors

• Individualized advice and mentorship from 
Entrepreneurs-In-Residence Shani Dowell and  
Bill McCleskey

• Drop-in co-working space at the EC 
• Program participants in good standing after six 

months in the program are also eligible to apply for 
funding from the Twende Regenerate capital fund.


